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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for authorizing a financial transaction, comprising 
the steps of: \ 

receiving, an authorization request associated with an account 
that is a member of a group; 

determining whether the account is a key account or a 
dependent account; \ 

if the account is a dependent account, then checking a 
dependent strategy associated with the dependent account to determine 
whether the dependent strategy specifies that the dependent account 
participates in a group authorization; and 

if the dependent ^strategy specifies that the dependent 
account participates in tne grour/kuthorization, thpn^using a group credit 
line and group availab^cj^it\tode^^ whether the financial 
transaction is authorized. \ 

2. The method of ClaimVl, further comprising the steps of: 

if the dependent strategy specifies that the dependent 
account does not participate in the g\oup authorization, then using only a 
dependent credit line and dependent available credit to determine 
whether the financial transaction is authorized. 
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3. The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

if the dependent strategy specifies that the dependent 
account participates in the\group authorization, then determining whether 
the dependent strategy specifies that a dependent credit line and 
dependent available credit Nare also used to determine whether the 
financial transaction is authoozec 

if the dependeny^ateg^\specifies that the dependent credit 
line and dependent available credit^ are also used to determine whether 
the financial transaction is authorised, then using the group credit line, 
group available credit, the depe^atem credit lin^^nd dependent available 
credit to determine whetnfep-tfie fiimnct^ffansaction is authorized. 



4. The method of Claim l,yurther comprising the steps of: 

if the account is a key account, then using the group credit 
line and the group available credit t<\ determine whether the financial 
transaction is authorized. 



49 



^0 
!U 

{S3 



5. A method for authorizing a financial transaction, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving an authorization request associated with an account 
and including a transaction amount; 
10 determiningvwhether the account is a member of a group; 

if the account is a member of a group, then determining 
whether the account is a key account or a dependent account; 

if the account is a dependent account, then checking a 
dependent strategy associated with the dependent account; 
15 if the dependent strategy specifies that a group credit line 

and group available credit axe used for authorization, then using the 
group credit line and the groupy available credit for normal authorization 
processing; and 

if normal authorisation processing indicates that the 
20 financial transaction is authori^eaL thendauthorizing the transaction. 



6. The method of C^im^& fihther-^elfiprising the steps of: 

if the dependent strategy specifies that the group credit line, 
25 group available credit, a dependent credit line and dependent available 
credit are used for authorization, then Vising the dependent credit line and 
the dependent available credit for normal authorization processing; 

if normal authorization \ processing indicates that the 
financial transaction is authorized, tljien comparing the transaction 
30 amount to the group available credit; anc 

if the transaction amount dod^s not exceed the group available 
credit, then authorizing the transaction. 
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7. The method of Claim 5, further comprising the steps of: 

if the dependent strategy specifies that a dependent credit 
line and dependent available credit are used for authorization, then using 
the dependent credit line and the dependent available credit for normal 
authorization processing; 

if normal authorization processing indicates that the 
financial transaction is authorized, then\authorizing the transaction. 

8. The method of ClainyS^further comprising the steps of: 

if the accoun^isaJszA accounfTthen using the group credit 
line and the group available credit Vor normal authorization processing; 
and \ 

if the normal authorization processing indicates that the 
financial transaction is authorized, them authorizing the transaction. 



51 



A method for applying a group payment to a group, the, 
oup comprising a plurality of accounts spanning a plurality yoi 
products, comprising the steps of: 
receiving a payment; 

determining whether the payment is a group payifient; 

if the payment is a group payment, then determining which 
accounts are included in a group payment allocation; 

comparing the group payment to a groj*£ balance; 

based upon the comparison between^the group payment and 
the group balance, identifying a group paymepi option; 

calculating the group payment allocation using the group 
payment option, the group payment, th^group balance, and balances of 
the accounts included in the group payment allocation; and 

applying the group payment to the accounts included in the 
group payment allocation. 



10. The method/of Claim 9, wherein the step of determining 
which accounts are included in a group payment allocation comprises: 

determining which accounts were included in the group 
balance on a last group statement. 



11. /The method of Claim 9, wherein the group balance is a 
group mimmum payment due. 



/ 12. The method of Claim 9, wherein the group balance is a 
:o up la st stat ement balance. 



m * 



13. The method of Claim 9, wherein the group balanp^is a 
group delinquency amount. 

14. The method of Claim 9, further comprising the steps of: 
determining whether the groug^ffayment is subject to an 

allocation instruction; 

if the group payment is^iibject to the allocation instruction, 
then applying the group paymprffto the accounts in the group according 
to the allocation instructk 

15. Thp-lnethod of Claim 9, wherein the allocation instruction is 
a standing instruction that applies to all payments received. 



16. The method of Claim 9, wherein the allocation instruction 
ypOe s to a spe ctfie-^ay ment receiv ed. 
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17. A method for applying a group payment to a group, the 
group comprising a plurality of accounts spanning a plurality/of 
products, including a key account and a dependent account, comprising 
the steps of: X 

determining whether a payment is a group payment; 
determining whether payment for the dependent account is 
due from a primary owner for the group or from a dependent 
cardholder associated with the dependent account; X 

if payment for the dependent accoum is due from the group, 
then applying the group payment to the key account and the dependent 
account by: / 

comparing the group'payment to a group balance; 
based upon the^ comparison between the group 
payment and the group balance, identifying a group payment option; 

allocating tjace group payment between the key account 
and the dependent account/oased upon the group payment option, the 
group payment, the group balance, a key account balance and a 
dependent account balance. 

18. The method of Claim 17, further comprising the step of: 

/ if the group payment exceeds the group balance, then 
allocating an amount of the group payment that exceeds the group 
b alaxKfe to the4coy account. - 



19. The method of Claim 17, wherein the group balance is eqiK 
to a sum of a key account last statement balance and a dependent ac^ewnt 
last statement balance, further comprising the step of: 

if the group payment equals the group balance, then 
10 allocating the payment to the key account and the dependent account to 
satisfy the key account last statement balance and the ^tependent account 
^X<, l ast statement balance. 

20. The method of Claim 17, wherepfHie group balance equals a 
15 sum of a key account minimum payment'aue and a dependent account 

minimum payment due, further compp^ing the step of: 

if the group B^yment equals the group minimum 
payment due, then allocating the group payment to the key account and 
the dependent account to satisfy the key account minimum payment due 
20 and the dependent accoylit minimum payment due. 



21. T%\o method of Claim 17, further comprising the steps of: 

if the group payment does not equal the group 
25 balancp/then determining a second group payment option; and 

allocating the group payment to the key account and 
thfe dependent account in accordance with the second group payment 
option ?- 
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22. The method^oTClaim 17, further comprising the steps of: 

determining whether the group payment is subject to an 
override instmction; 

if the group payment is subject to the override instruction, 
then ^allocating the g roup payment b etween the key account and the 
Jount lrfaccordance with the override instruction.— 



23. A method for pooling reward points earned by a key 
account and a dependent account having a dependent strategy that are 
members of a group, comprising the steps of: 

determining whether the reward program supports pooling; 
if the reward program supports pooling, then pooling 
reward points earned by ttie key account to a group pool; 

determining whether the dependent strategy specifies that 
reward points earned by th^ dependent account are pooled into the group 
pool; and 

if the dependent^wateg}Nspecifies that reward points are 
pooled into the group poy/l, \hen pooling reward points earned by the 
dependent account to the 



24. The methoc of Claiifi £3, further comprising the step of: 

if the reward profflaitas ^oes^ jjor support pooling, then 
maintaining reward pork^ts^amed by the key account with the key 
account and maintaining reward points earned by the dependent account 
with the dependent account. 



25. The method of Claim 23 i further comprising the step of: 

if the dependent account us delinked from the group, then 
maintaining any reward points earnea by the dependent account and 
pooled in the group pool with the group\pool. 
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26. A method for pooling reward points earned by a plurality of 
accounts within a group into a group pool, the group comprising a 
plurality of dependent accounts associated with a plurality of products, 
comprising the steps W: 

10 for eacn dependent account, determining whether a 

dependent strategy associated with the dependent account specifies that 
reward points earned by the dependent account are pooled; and 

if the dependent strategy specifies that reward points earned 
by the dependent account are pooled, then pooling reward points earned 

15 by the dependent accounk into the group pool. 



27. The method oft Claim 26, wherein the group also comprises 
a key account, further composing thesstep of: 
20 pooling regard \points earned by the key account into the 

group pool. 
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28. The method of Gianni 26, wherein a reward program 
specifies whether the reward grpgr^m supports reward point pooling, 
further comprising the^steps 

determining whether \he reward program supports reward 
point pooling; and 

if the reward program does not support reward point 
30 pooling, then maintaining reward points earned by each dependent 
account that participates in the reward program with the dependent 
account. 



35 29. The method of Claim 26, further comprising the step of: 

if the dependent strategy specifies that reward points earned 
by the dependent account are not pooled, then maintaining reward points 
earned by the dependent account with the dependent account. 
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30. A kiethod for redeeming group reward points, wherein a 
group comprised a dependent account having a dependent strategy, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request associated with an account to redeem 
reward points maintained in a group pool; 

determining whether the account associated with the request 
is a member of the grou^ 

if the accouAt is a member of the group, then determining 
whether the account associated with the request is the dependent account; 

if the account associated with the request is the dependent 
account, then checking the dependent strategy to determine whether the 
dependent account is permittee to redeem group reward points; 

if the dependent \accpunt-4s^Demiitted to redeem group 
reward points, then determiningwhetlier the^group pool has sufficient 
reward points to satisfy the request; and N 

if the group po/l has\sufficient reward points to satisfy the 
request, then authorizing the request. 
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31. The method (bf ClaiiA ^O^^SF 6 ^ 1 ^ e S rou P further 
comprises a key account, fukher comprising the steps of: 

if the account associated with the request is the key account, 
then determining whether the group pool\has sufficient reward points to 
satisfy the request; and \ 

if the group pool has sufficient reward points to satisfy the 
request, then authorizing the request. 



32. The method of Claim 30, wherem the request is associated 
with a reward program, further comprising theWeps of: 
35 determining whether the reward program supports reward 

point pooling; and ^ 

if the reward program does not Support reward point 
pooling, then permitting redemption from only the account associated 
with the request. 



33. A method for chasing reward points from the accounts 
within a group, the group comprising a plurality of accounts spanning a 
plurality of products, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a redemption request associated with a requesting 
account; \ 

determining\ whether a reward program associated with the 
redemption request supports chasing; 

if the reward Vprogram supports chasing, then identifying an 
account in the group that permits chasing; and 

chasing rewarcfc points earned by the account to satisfy the 
redemption request. ^ 

34. The method of Claim 33, further comprising the steps of: 
determining whether// the account in the group permits 

chasing; and / Y I 

if the account does\rrqt permit ch&sing, then maintaining 
reward points earned ft^tfip^ccouVit wittr11Ie*account. 

35. The method of Claim 3o, wherein the step of identifying an 
account that permits chasing comprises the steps of: 

determining whether a dependent strategy associated with 
the account permits chasing; and \ 

if the dependent strategy Wrmits chasing, then identifying 
the account. \ 



36. A method for updating a plurality of financial records 
associated with a group, the group comprising a plurality of accounts 
spanning a pluralityW products, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a single input of updated information directed to 
the group; \ 

determining the financial records associated with the group 
using group master dam for the group; 

determining whether the updated information applies to all 
the financial records associated with the group; and 

if the updated information applies to all the financial records 
associated with the group A then updating the financial records associated 
with the group with the upkated information. 

37. The methopl'of Claim 3 o\ wherein the group includes a key 
account that coixesjymds to a. key financial record and a dependent 
account that correstKmds to a jiependent financial record, and wherein 
step of updating the financial reiWds comprises: 

/updating >the i£to^jiaan«#r^ with the updated 
information; and I / \ 

ugdjjtmg the dependent financial record with the 
updated information. \ 

38. The method of Claim 36, rarther comprising the step of: 
determining whether the upMated information applies to only 

selected financial records associated withVhe group; and 

if the updated information applies to only selected financial 
records associated with the group, then only updating the selected 
financial records with the updated information. 
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39. A method for identifying accounts associated with a group, 
the group comprising a plurality of accounts spanning a plurality of 
products, each account corresponding to a financial record, comprising 
the steps of: 

10 receiving an account identifier that identifies an account; 

determining whether the account is a member of the group; 

and 

if the account is a member of the group, then identifying 
additional accounts that are associated with the group using group master 
15 data. 



40. The method of (tlaim 39, further comprising the step of: 

using the group Waster data to provide information about 
20 the account and the additionalJe^counts. 
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41. The method of Cla\m 40, wherein the information comprises 
financial information. 



42. The methoxl of ClaimUO)swherein the information comprises 
historical information about the ac&untVeaeinbfiish^^ group. 
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43. The method of Claim 39i wherein the group includes a key 
account and a dependent account, Wherein the step of identifying 
additional accounts associated with the group comprises: 

identifying the key account^ and 

identifying the dependent account. 
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44. The method of Claim 43, furtAer comprising the steps of: 

using the group master data tq provide dependent strategy 
information about the dependent account. 
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45\ A method for providing data for a group statement 
corresponding to a group, wherein the group comprises a plurality of 
accounts, comprising the steps of: 

for each account, calculating statement data and maintaining 
the statement aata with the account; 

providing the statement data for the accounts for inclusion 
on the group statement; 

calculating group aggregate data using the statement data 
from the accounts^ and 

providing the group aggregate data for inclusion on the 
group statement. 



46. The me0i&d of Claim M-5, wherein one of the accounts is a 
dependent account/with>a dependentvstrategy, further comprising the step 
of: 

determining whether the dependent strategy specifies that a 
courtesy statement is sent cp/a/ dependent cardholder associated with the 
dependent account; and 

if tne dependfent\s6?^teg^^ieeifies that a courtesy statement 
is sent to the dep^nd^l^cardholder, then providing the statement data for 
the dependent account for inclusion on the courtesy statement. 



47. The method of ClaiiA 45, wherein one of the accounts is a 
dependent account with a depenopnt strategy, further comprising the 
steps of: 

determining whether th& dependent strategy specifies that a 
summary of the dependent account activity is included on the group 
statement; and 

if the dependent strategy specifies that a summary of the 
dependent account activity is included on the group statement, then 
providing a summary of the statement data^for the dependent account for 
inclusion on the group statement. 
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48. The metnod of Claim 45, wherein one of the accounts is a 
key account, further comprising the step of: 

providing 
for inclusion on the grouj 



the statement data for the key account 




45, wherein one of the accounts is a 
ent strategy, further comprising the step 



ent account statements on 



49. The metho 
dependent account wi 
of: 

detenninin 
the same day as the group; 

if the dependent account does not statement on the same day 
as the group, then providing sWement data from a last dependent 
statement for inclusion on the group) statement. 



50. A method for identifying intended recipients of statement 
data for a dependant account associated with a group, the dependent 
account having a dependent strategy and the group having a primary 
owner, comprising the steps of: 
10 calculating statement data for the dependent account; 

checking \the dependent strategy to determine whether 
payment for the dependent account is due from the primary owner; 

if payment\for the dependent account is due from the 
primary owner, then \ 
15 identifying the primary owner as an intended recipient 

of statement data for the dependent account, and 
i5 providing^he statement data for the dependent account 

in 

m 



^ for inclusion on a group statement^ 



Id 



J 20 

g 5 1 . The method off Clai^i 50, further comprising the steps of: 

^ checking th£ dependent strategy to determine whether a 

g courtesy statement is sept to a dep^ident cardholder associated with the 

\J dependent account; and/ 

25 if the dependent stt^egY^specifie^lat a courtesy statement 

is sent to the dependenttcardhol 

identifying the dependent cardholder as another 
intended recipient of statement data for \the dependent account, and 

providing the statement data for the dependent account 
30 for inclusion on the courtesy statement. 



52. The method of Claim 50, furthe^ comprising the steps of: 

if payment for the dependent account is due from a 
35 dependent cardholder associated with the dependent account, then 

identifying the dependent cardholder as an intended 
recipient of statement data for the dependent account, and 

providing the statement data for the dependent account 
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53. A method for identifying an intended recipient of a 
cardholder communication that provides information about a dependent 
account that is a member of a group, the dependent account having a 
dependent strategy ana the group having a primary owner, comprising 
10 the steps of: 

checking tfte dependent strategy to determine whether the 
primary owner is qie intended recipient of the cardholder 
communication ; 

if the dependent strategy specifies that the primary owner is 
15 the intended recipient of tke cardholder communication, then identifying 
the primary owner as \he intended recipient of the cardholder 
communication. 
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laim 53, further comprising the steps of: 

de^encjjent strategy to determine whether the 
recipient of a courtesy copy of the 

5 that the dependent 
recipient of a courtesy copy of the cardholder 
then identifymg the dependent cardholder as the 



The metho 
checking the 
dependent cardholder is an inte 
cardholder communication; an 

if the dep£ndejd\ strate^ 
cardholder is the intended 
communication, 

intended recipient of a courtesy &opy of the cardholder communication. 

55. The method of Claim 53, further comprising the step of: 

if the dependent strategy specifies that a dependent 
cardholder is the intended recipient of the cardholder communication, 
then identifying the dependent cardholder as the intended recipient of the 
cardholder communication. 



56. The method of Claim 54, further comprising the step of: 
checking the dependent strategy to determine whether the 

primary owner is aji intended recipient of a courtesy copy of the 
cardholder communication; and 

if the dependent strategy specifies that the primary owner is 
the intended recipiem of a courtesy copy of the cardholder 
communication, then identifying the primary owner as the intended 
recipient of a courtesy copy of the cardholder communication. 

57. The method oV/Claim^S, wherein the group includes a 
second dependent account /raiving a second dependent strategy, and a 
second cardholder communication includes information about the second 
dependent account, further comprising the steps of: 

checking the seAondj dependent strategy to determine 
whether the primary owner fe/tbe intended recipient of the second 
cardholder communication; A V 

if the seconci^d^endent sB^ggyspecifies that the primary 
owner is the intended recipient ofVhe second cardholder communication, 
then identifying the primary owner as the intended recipient of the 
second cardholder communication; and 

if the primary owner \is the intended recipient of the 
cardholder communication and the second cardholder communication, 
then merging the cardholder communication and the second cardholder 
communication into a single communica\ion. 



58. A method fot creating a group communication that includes 
information about a plurality of selected accounts that are members of a 
group, the group having a pl^a*y-<nvner, comprising the steps of: 

(a) selecting a finan^al record that corresponds to one of the 
selected accounts that is a 

(b) obtaining infoi 

(c) providing th 
communication; and 

(d) specifying thz 
of the group communication. 



er of the group; 

, the selected financial record; 
t infoko&tion for inclusion in the group 

th^/primary owner is the intended recipient 



59. 



the group. 



The method of claim 58, mirther comprising the step of: 
repeating steps (a)-(c) for me remaining selected accounts of 
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60. A method for merging cardholder communications that 
provide information abouK accounts that are members of a group, the 
group having a primary owner, comprising the steps of: 

for each accounts determining whether the primary owner is 



an intended recipient of a c 
and 

if the primary o 
communications from mo: 
cardholder communications] 
owner. 



communication for that account; 



mhr is the intended recipient of cardholder 



into 



jan one account, then merging the 
lgle communication to the primary 



61. The method of Claim 60, wherein the step of merging the 
cardholder communications into a single communication comprises: 
eliminating any duplicative cardholder communications. 



